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Haiah LIV. 13. 


4 al thy Children fol be tau oor 4 
the Lord; and or t ſhall e + 2 
Peace 1 4 th 7 2 hben 


9 N 
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AN. the e ch u 
Evangelical Prophet Had been 
po inting to the Deark and Su- 
ferings of Chriſt, to the Tri- 
um plis of his Croſs, andito the 
| Sarifattion of bau Sou” int be⸗ 
bolding "the? blefled Fruits of his Labour and” 
Bavail Hereupon the Propher proceeds: = 
obſerve, with very juſt Order and Connecti 
what Occaſions would hence ariſe of Fhabk& 
giying and Praiſe to God, for the Manifeſtacions 
of * and Truth to the Gentile World, 
A 2 which 
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John vi. 4 5 . 
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which had ſo long been barren and deſolate, 


God. | 
An happy Reverſe” of this Gwilven 8 
is here ſoretold to them; that for Darkneſs, they 


ſhould have Light z for Aiction, Comfort; and, 


inſtead of being toſſed with a Tempeſt, ſhould 


be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. 


And the Amount of Theſe, ſeyarpl 1 
is ſumm' d up in the Words uk now recited to 


ee which (as: Sta en Bath ge up 1 ap- 


d 'by our Savicur to, this ve poſ on to 
phe dab de vouchlafed by © Natel to N 


thro che Miniſtry.'of our great Mediatör: 1 


is written (ſaith he) in the Pr ophets, and they ſhall 
all be taught of God; every! Man therefore | that 
hath heard, and hath learned T the Father, cometh 
unto me. 

The 8 . aids us of . 
Ioſtructions which the Church of Chriſt re- 
ceived from her divine Founder; when, under 


the more immediate Guidance dk the pro- 


miſed Comforter, ſhe enjoyed the Privilege of 
diverſe. extraordinary Vouchſafements, was led 
by him into all Truth, and aſſiſted by him in 
all Abilities for a Practice correſponding to 
rs when. Great Sinners were inſtanrancoully. con- 

iu 8 > verted 


alienated from the Life and the Knowledge | of 


” WY S_ as. a... ent ee EE, 


12 


* 


verted into Great Saints; and when Perſons en- 
tirely unacquainted with the common Methods 
ob humane Learning; bad the yes f their 
| Underſtanding enlightned from Above; ſo that 


Tongaro und Prophecies became on the ſuddain 
as familiar to them, all Myſteries and all Mio 
ledge as eaſy and as open to them, as if they 
had been train d up to theſe ſeveral Attain- 
ments by a ptevious Courle of Study and of 


laborious Enquiry, in the uſual Forms of a 


learned Educatiow οπẽed 12974 ot e pew 
\:Bucurhd' the Foundations oof ther Chriſtian 
Church were laid iniMiratle, and extraordinary 
Meaſures of the Spirit were neceſſary to the 
Support of her in her Iufunt State; yet upon 
herr fulier iS rottgla and upon tlie Settlement of 
thoſe banda the Edifice ſince built on 
them hach been enabled to ſubſiſt, by the 
Help of ſuch Standing Proviſians, as have been 
ſeverally made for ity and by fit Applications 
of them ro any intidental Exigence, thro the 
Care and Wiſdom of the Prime Architec. 
Wherefore, that we maybe juſt tothe Seaſon, 


we will, 7 e of 


4 OO ONIONS. We: £7 1 c 
| ib fig , JW OUI uf 


Firſe, if you pleale, Gonſider thaſe Standing 


Proviſions conſign d to the Church of Chtift, 


wit 7 
nnen thro 
— . | 


| 1 8 1 
"Wy the Miniſtry of his. Spirit, Which x my 
Text hath pro — to her under one Genefal 
View 5 . or dale. Salt oe u of the Lord 
Aud thats we may W juſt to — of. 
our preſent Aſſembly, 1 wary intreat to 
conſider with- me in the 5111 8 6b, 


Sen Ploce; The Uſefulneſs * theſe P Provie 
0 ions, with a peculiar Regard to the Caſe before 

; whiclt the latter Branch of my Text hath 
Ay in the followin goons, '< Ema ay 
the Peace of thy C Children. | 2 „ 31 5 


The Segſon indeed m * abies 3 us a 
more diſtinct Attention to: thoſe eatrackdiuary 
Vouchſafements; upon which the Original Fabric 
of the Chriftian Church was: form d and found- 
ed: But as the Settiemant cf ir was: owing) to: 

theſe: and we are now in Poſſeſſion df the 
72 thence derived to us; whilſt we 
are acknowledging che Bloſfings. of tlie one; it 
will ſcarce be poſſible for us to w los: Sight/ of 
the other. e. g. 
E Do we enjoy the Benefit of a handing 


2 Tim. iii.rs, Revelation, which is profitable to us for Doftrine, 


fe * for n for Inftrudtion in Righ- 


teouſneſs, 


4 


ſaving Grace? 'With our Senſe of the manifold | 
Advantages hence accruing to us, it will be 
difficult for us to forget chro what Hands and 


to us; with what mixaculous Aſſiſtances it was 
then ſupported aud defended againſt all chie 
Terrors of this World, and all the fietce Oppo- 
ſition to it of Spiritual Wickedneſs in hig h Places: 


75 


rebnſueſs, and in all the various Methods of 


Means the Mighty Bleſſing was at firſt convey d 


Whereupon it will be eaſy for us to gtaſt this 
obvious Reflection; that it had been a-Miracle 4 
equal to any, which in Fact appeared to patro- 5 
nize and protect the Goſpel, to have found it 9 


e n Tr ſpreading its auſpicious Light, 


uijthout: the Help of other Miracles to propagate 
and: diffuſe ir: For, that Men unacquainted 
wich Tongues and Languages, ſhould addreſs 
themſelves effe&tually to a Diverſity of People, 

ſo various in Speech, in Manners, and in their 
Forms: of Worſhip; that Men of no natural 
Talent in the Powers of Perſwaſion, of a Na- 
tion contemptible, and themſelves of no Figure 

in it, ſhould be able to diſpoſſeſs any conſide- 
table Numbers of inveterate Cyſtoms, of No- 
tions deep rooted, of a Religion favoured 'by 
Education, ſtrengthened by Civil Sanctions, 
founded, preſumptively, in divine, and ſupported 


un ; 


L 


ungueſtionably by human Authority; l "a that 
uch great Ends ſhould be — p ſuch 
-diſproportiqned-and feeble Means, muſt una void- 
ably remind us of that ſupernatural, Help, Which 
diſplay d the Strength and the Power of God, 
in the Weakneſs of. Mot: his lnſtruments. {The 
Foundation and the Supenſtructure have here ſuch 
2 ſtrong and evident Connection with each 
other, that à Separation of them, even in 
Thought, is next to an Impoſſibility; They 
Cleave as cloſel y, and are as: intimmnately allied 

- 4ogether, las Effedts to their Cauſes; dere a 

| Selen in Sprech, and an Abſurdity in Reaſoning, 

to put chem Glander. Mere it not: for the Signs 

add. Wonders which accompanitd the Goſpe 

ar its ffuſtuf ppgatence, the Vaige vofſit muſt 

have ſoon been ſtifled, in rde 2 Contradiction 

of ungodh) Sinners tom it.. So tht if the Wil 
ofiiGod hath no Man Kaſy Wer clear: Aoceſs to 

us ; ißt we nate Ia ry Keil hh Mohedacdf t 

out Worſhipz if it: from igno- II 

rance —— Hr if. yd are naſſiſted byvit ohnthe 
Solution ol viit-Difficulrids!; ant Dorſbes $3 uf 

Marv. 6 they lesben bug and thinſt \ after. Aug bone 
ag xi. ade filled by iti z — thitycwho lgbaur Hand vatr Healy 
* laden fand Reſt: Ar WI yiits Maothe: ful 
and — de ban .de e 


un | tow) 


at | lowly. exalted by it; in fine, if the Notices of 
ch | Life and Immortality are clear d up and aſcer- 

d- tain d, or if the Wrath of God be reveald from Rom. i. 18. 
ch Heaven by it, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrigh- : 
xd, teouſneſ of Men; theſe ſeveral Advantages muſt 

he | be, all, imputed to that propitious Spirit, 
ch || thro whoſe mighty Agency this great Wheel 
ich | of Providence was firſt put into Motion, and 

in | bath ever ſince been directed, aſſiſted, ſupport- 

iey ed, conducted, thro' the various Chances and 

ied Junctures of this World, to the Concluſions 

2 appointed for it in the Councils of Eternity. 

ing, Great and apparent was here the Want; 

gas and great was therefore the Mercy of ſupply- 
ſpel ing it. Now, by conſigning to us a Revela- 
zuſt tion of his Will, God hath manifeſtly conſult- 
Fon ed the Peace of his Children, who, without it, 

Vill amidſt the, pureſt and beſt Intentions of plea- 

to ling him, were plainly ignorant of the Means 
cot to do it. Never did human Reaſon diſplay its 

no- Powers to greater Advantage in all other Mat- 

the ters ; never, ſince the Foundations of the Earth 

al were laid, was there an Age of greater Deli- 

cacy and Politeneſs, or of Taft in what the 
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hear World calls Wiſdom, than when the Goſpel 
full] was propounded to the Notice of Mankind: 


nand The utmoſt Trials had, then, been made of 
dh 8 - what 


a 


100 
a 


Way of Religion: Bur how deformed and 


monſtrous was the Face of it, how corrupt and 
abomin able was its Whole Form and Fabric, 
even then, when the Talents of its Votaries 


were of che brighteſt Sort, from whom all 
Attainments might well have been expected, 
which were within the Reach and Compaſs of 
the moſt elevated Underſtandings? The Cafe 
is well known, and 'you will only need to be 


reminded of it; That in the Age of Anguſtus 


Ceſar, Learning and Arts were juſt in their 
Zenith; in all the Glory and Beauty of their 
fulleſt Bloom: Yer, 'very contrary to the com- 
mon Obſervation, was then the Fact of 
Things; Tenorance and Superſtition were fo far 


from going Hand in Hand, that Bigotry went 


along with Learning, and even adventured to 
fhew it ſelf in the vleareſt Sn ſhine of human 
Knowledge : Which farely may 'be allowed to 
paſs with us for ſome Argument, that human 
Knowledge is alone no proper, or, however, no 


fſuſfcient Key, for opening to us the Truths of 


Religion. - Virtue had indeed many fine Things 
faid of it, and its Beauties were ſet off in a 
very beautiful Manner. But tho good Senſe 
might recommend, and fine Diſcourſe embelliſh it; 

55 . 


e | yet there was Ns the” Ake of deeb 
d Command, and of weighty Motiver, to overcome 
1 che Difficulties of Prattice,” and tp give, it tlie 
Force and Efficacy of Law. 

And whilſt the Guile of unexpiaced, un- 
canceMfd- Diſobedience, hung pointed, like a 
Sword; over the Head of each terrified Offen- 
der, And no juſt 8 could be fixed 
upon any Methods then known' for healing 
it; there could be no great Encouragement 
to engage with Hardſhi ps, or to enter with 
Steadineſs upon tlie Conflicts of, laborious 
Virtue, whilſt, E ſay, no tolerable Aſfurance 
could be kad of Succeſs to any Labouts, and 
whilft no Meaſures were ſettled, for the Pay- 
ment of a 'vaſt' and well known Arrear. But 
now from all theſe Perplexities and Diſcou- 
tagements the Goſpel of Chu hath, happily 
delivered us; "whe hath opened to us che 
Myſtery of his Father's Will” in fo clear a, View, 
ind pointe nted it with ſuch awakening Sab, 
that the Peace, of which Doubr and Diffidence 
muſt needs have robbed: us, is ſettled and 
eſtabliſned for us, by the Lights” and Aſſurances 
which chat enen ee Wat ele 


o us. 


1 3 nyt - wo __ > 
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plexed and intricate for any Meaſures of thi 
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Again, 2dly,- If the Ordinances of the Goſ⸗ 


pel, thus notified to us, have any Uſe in them, 
any Efficacy attending them; if our Intercourſe 


with Heaven be maincained by them in a regu- 
lar and proper Channel; if our Prayers and 
Praiſes aſcend to the Throne of the Almighty, 
with the more gracious Acceptance, for pro- 


ceeding in the Forms thence authorized, for 


being favoured with the Intereſt of an all- 
ſufficient Mediator, and ſanctified thro the 
holy Influences of his Bleſſed Spirit; we cannot 
but afcribe..it to the Glory of his Grace, that 


he hath thus opened to us, and ſettled the 
| Means of it; that we are not left, as the World 
long was, and much of it ſtill is left, to the 
Vanity of humane Imaginations, or to the Fal- 
flacy of our own Inventions; but that a. (lu: 


is given us from Above, to lead us out of : 
Labyrinth, which hath. ever proved too per- 


World's. Wiſdom; that our Worſhi p is nov 
eſtabliſhd' upon the ſure Bottom of a federal 
Stipulation; fo that if with clean Hands and 
pure Hearts we look for our God in his hol) 
Sanctuary, we are entituled to find him ther: 
and finally to behold his Power and Glor 
Had this whole Matter been leſt upon thi 
= f 5 Foot 


1211 


rience is inſtead of all other Conviction to us, 
if what poor Improvements, indeed what infinite 
u. | Defilements, Religion hath evermore derived 
ad | from Nature, unaſſiſted, uninſtructed, by Grace, 
ty, tho at the ſame Time adornd, and em- 
10. | belliſh'd with all the Refinements of human 
for  4rt. Senſible of her Nakedneſs, ſhe would 


Foot, where w#ntaught Nature found it, Expe- 


all. needs, forſooth, be always diligent, always even 


the anxious, in providing ſome Sort of Cover for 
mot it; but the Succeſs was uniformly and con- 


that ſtantly unfortunate; ſince the Cover thus offi- 


the ciouſly ſought for, proved either ſo thin, as to 
vol be quite tranſparent, and conſequently ufeleſs; 
che or elſe ſo thick and ſtifling, that true Religion 
Fal- could never breathe thro it. Whereas the Or- 
che dinances preſcribed to us by the Goſpel, have 
of l ſo adjufted the Plan of our Religious Wor- 
per- ſhip; fo directed the Formularies of our 


F this approaching to God in holy Offices, that the 


Bondage of Corruption, under which the whole 


noK 

deral Creation bad long groaned and travail d in Pain 
anal !ogether, is now exchanged for the Glorious Li- 
holy berty of bis Children. | 


in the they knew not whom, nor hon; bungling 
Foot =, various 


| Take a View of Mankind in their ſordid 
Glory and low Endeavours to pleaſe and to propitiate 


Rom; viii. 
21, 22s 


[ 14 ] 2; 
various Offers of Attonement, the Neceſſity of 
which they well and generally apprehended, 


tho they underſtood no proper Methads for 


it; and you will cafily imagine how dark and 


how confuſed their Notions and their Hopes muſt 


needs have been, from Practices, ws; whilſt 
innacent, were, however,unauthorized, and uſually, 
inſtead of cancelling any paſt, contracted for 
them new and repeated Guilt. 
But now what the common Reaſon of Man- 


kind did generally inform them, was fit and 


proper to be done, tho it did not, and could 
not delineate for them thoſe particular Me- 
thods, by which it might be done, with any 
Proſpect of Acceptance, the Goſpel hath 
clearly and fully open d to us. We have 


now a federal Right to all its Advantages, if 


we will ask them in his Name, thro' whom 
they are derived to us, and will purſue them 
thro' the Channel of his Ordinances, which are 
fixed and known, and require no Subtilties 
or. Depths of Thought, to carry us thro a 
ſober and effectual Uſe of them. 
Men of Genius and Speculation, too fine 
for the Groſs of Practice, may improve, if 


they pleaſe, upon the Model of God's Ap- 


pointments; may form their thin and aery 
1 Schemes, 


4 
* 


* —— 
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Schemes, of a Religion which ſhall be all 


mere Spirit, without any one Ingredient which 
ſhall favour of Senſe, or indulge our preſent 
Compoſition of Fleſh and Blood. But Expe- 
rience and Hiſtory will concur in aſſuring them, 
that all this Notion is wild and vifionary , 
that human Nature hath ever inſiſted upon 
ſome what of Form and Ceremonial, and where 


it hath not found fome Rule of this Sort pre» 


ſcribed for it, hath ever exceeded all Rule and 
Meaſure in it. So that there was an evidert 


Neceſſity of fixing ſomewhere, and of pre- 
ſeribing ſome Ritual, if Religion were to be 


kept within any Bounds of Purity and ſober 


Reaſon. And therefore what the general Voice 


of Mankind hath, in all Ages, moſt contended 


for, ſuch (e. g.) as an authorized Mediator, 


ſatigfactory Attonement, ſore ſolemn Rituals of 


Initiation, and of preſerving, or reſtoring Peace 


between the offending Votary, and the offended 
0je& of bis Worſhip (theſe) the Goſpel hath 
ſettled for us in ſtated Ordinances, the Uſe of 
which Modefty and Gratitude will recommend 
to us, as the wife Appointments of a merciful 


türes. 
Or, 


God, for his weak, and frail, and ſinful Crea- 


955 z3dy, If a ſucceſſive Miniſtry, ordain d 
Heb. v. 1. for Men in Things pertaining to God; duly autho. 
| riz d to denounce his Threats, and proclaim 
his Promiſes, and to publiſh the Conditions 


* 


= | whereupon both are ſuſpended; warranted 
1 2 Tim. iv. 2. to ſpeak in his Name, to reprove, rebuke, and 
3 ex hort, with all Long · ſuffering and Doctrine; (if 
0 this, I ſay) hath any Tendency to remind Men 
it 15 of their Duty, to promote and encourage the 
It Diſcharge of it, to pull down the ſtrong holds of 


Sin, or to preſerve the great Depoſitum of the 
Golpel ; the Derivation of all our Powers for 
theſe important Purpoſes, muſt finally be car- 
ried back to the ſame Original, the Prime 
Miniſter of our Saviour's Kingdom, the Spirit 
of Grace and Glory. It was not in Man, it was 
not within the Compaſs of human Authority, 
to preſcribe the Means of our Acceptance, or 
the Inſtruments of procuring it, or the Hands 
| thro which ir ſhould be miniſterially conveyd 
bi 285 to us. The Work is Gods; and as he hath 
i appointed ſtanding Ordinances, thro which he 
= will generally effect it; fo he hath appointed 
[i a ſtanding Miniſtry, thro which he will generaly 
0 tranſact it: And bold, as the boldeſt, is that 
preſumptuous Invader, who with unauthoriz d, 
no ſacrilegious, Hands, ſhall adventurouſſy ruſh 
upon 


uin d 
ho- 
aim 
Ons 
ited 
and 
(if 
Men 
the 
Is of 
the 
for 
cat- 
rime 
pirit 
Was 
ority, 
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upon holy Miniſtrations | Not only the Goſpel, 
as a revealed Inſtitution, forbids it; but even the 
Light of Nature, dim as it is, may be clear 
enough to inform us, chat a Warrant from 
God, either by Original Call, or by due Courſe of 
Succeſſion, mult be eſſential to the Regularity of 
any ones acting for him. 8 


* 


* 


CI 
bY 


How far the Innocence of involuntary, Error may 
avail on the Behalf of thoſe who can truly plead 
it; what Allowances ſhall be madeto ir, or what 


we? 1 — * , . r ⅛ —r . ]˙—Üt:᷑̃ꝗ¶ ᷑ . ¼ . ]—0éß' Oc . ] —äÄ — 


bare met with in ſo long 
fuch Varieties of nrceſſion, is no Prejudice | to 
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n one of their fundamental Reaſons 
affronts the Authority which appointed chem, 
and gives too great a Looſe to thoſe. Inven- 


tions of Men, and to thoſe Excurſions of hu- 
man Fancy, which. were ſeverally meant to 


be regulared and reſtrain d by them. | 
The Jewiſh Prieſthood was fenced in with a 
facred Encloſure, confining it to one Line or 
Family. The Ebathen had known Ceremo- 
nials of Initiation into it. And the Chriſtian 
Rule hath/ a conſtant Areſtation of Fatts to 


vouch for it, from its carlieft Riſe to the _ | 


kot Generation. 1 
What poſſible Inter ruptions one or becher may 


the Rule, which is, and ought always to be 


eonfider d as, the fame, under any” Poſſible, or pro- 
bable, or even actual Exceptims to it. For indeed 
chere is always a Reaſon why ſome Rule Thould 


be fixed in this Matter; and then, be tlie Rule 
in particular what it will, which is once ſtated 
and ſettled, it will always be entituled to this 
gemeral Reaſon for it: le is intrinfically, and 


in it ſelk unfit that it Ss be lefr' at Ran 


dom, o the Humour ne — of Men, | 


a Courſe, and under 
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s, | or to the Ignorance of every raw, conerited, | 
n, | untried Pretender. Order and Decency plead had. 3 
n- | againſt it, and the Ooutſe of Providente hath | 
u. || otherwiſe (dereemain'd ir; ſo that when we find 

to | a Ru{e- once actually ſercled/ for us, all Reaſon 

I farey: will OE as to „ by it. Once 
a || more, and | | 
or | athh, De we 00 our ſelves at auy Time 
o- illuminated, . excited, quicken'd, 
jan | when no Occaſion from without us can toleta- 
to bly account for it? Do we petceive the Light | 
re · and the Heat within us, ſhining and burning 
N vich foch equal and juſt Proportions, that 
ay there can be no Room for the Suſpicion of 
der | any Fraud or Self. deluſio on? We are here 

to again reminded of his gracious Succours, who. 
worketh in us to will and to do of his good Plea- Phil. ii. 13: 
z thro whom our Souls are puriſied in obeying per. i, 22. 
the Truth; . thro' whoſe Power we abound in ez Rom. =v-13 
by whom we are ftrengthen d with Might in the Eph. iii. 16, 
inner Man, and are rooted and Fur in Love. 8 

I pretend not to ſay, that either the Doctrine 
or ihe Privilege of inward Afſiſances is peculiar 
to the Chriſtian Church; the Chutch of God 
in all Ages, and in ſome of its darkeſt Periods, 
hath, doubt nor, joys fir Meaſures of it; 


GK i. and 


20 

arid both * Jews and f Heathens have evermore 

laid in a Claim to them; upon which, ho- 

1 T ever, it will be no Diſparagement to obſerve, 

ld. that as the Spirit of God hath vouchſafed to 

Chriſtians a greater Plenty of ourward Advan- 

Fages 3 ſo, in all likelihood, he hath diſpens d 

to them a more liberal Proportion of his in- 

ward Helps; which is nothing but a Speeimenof his 

1 Cor æũ . 11. prerogative Grace, dividing to every Man ſeveralh 

as he willetb. The Want on all Hands was con- 

feſſed, and undoubted: |j Writers of all Per- 

ſuaſions have acknowledged it, as the Votaries 

of all Religions have felt it; and the Chriſtian | 

Scheme | hath: undertook. for a copious and 

| Cor ii. 5. full Supply to it. If we are not ſuftient of our 

1 5 felves to think any Thing as of our ſelbes; yet now 

dea Saffrieney is of Gl. 5 4 4 Here 

| N £1 -A "A Vaious Paſſages in the Book, of pfalais atteſt to this Do@trine, 

1 as received among the ew; and in very many Inſtances the whole 
i By Tenor of their Addreſſes ro God ſuppoſeth it. 

wk - 1 I The Plateniſt were full af the ſame. Acknowledgmenr 3.and even p 

Ih; | the Effects of our own Free i are aſcribed by Hrzerocl>s to the if © 


ſit Divine. Co-operation, in Words ſo truly noble, that I cannot forbear 
1 tranſcribing them. Em % de nur i] lien n u and 1 i C 


it uur 0 bp %% düst leo, nt mag. nee ouvipſeles of; , 
| ; EU | ag Wy · dipu dio , ms xp oper: A Book, inftead of a Bar- 
| | 
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gin, might be fi!l'd with Quotations of this Tendency from Heathen 


i! 
lf Writers, both Poets and Philoſophers. . 7 
1 Let Plato be allowed to ſpeak. in this Caſe for the reſt: 
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- Here I take Leave of my firſt General, con- 
taining a Promiſe to the Gentile World, when 
incorporated with the Chriftian Church, that 


all its Children ſhould be taught of the Lord; 


under which we have conſidered the ſtanding 
Proviſions conſigned to the Church of Chriſt, 
thro the Miniſtry of his Spirit. 
Proceed we now therefore in the 


tl. Second Place, To the Uſefulneſs of theſe Pro- 
viſions, which the latter Branch of my Text 
hath intimated in the following Words; Great 


ſhall. be the Peace of thy Children. 


In my Proſecution of the former Topick, 
| have all along interſperſed ſome general Hints 
concerning the Hſe and the Advantage of theſe 
ſeveral Proviſions, which were then obſerv'd to 
you; that I might henceforwards confine my 
ſelf ro the more immediate Occafion of- our 
prefent Aſſembly, POS, 5 
One Thing here premiſed will aptly enough 
connect the two Branches of my Text together, 
taking the latter of them in that Point of View, 
under which am going to conſider it; Viz; 
That it is the Providence of Ged which opens 
2 Door: of Acceſs. to the ſeveral Helps and 

| Mini- 


| | | ＋ * 
1 Miaiſtrations of his Word and Spirit. The great 
Increaſe and Progreſs of the Roman Empire, 
|| | facilitated a Paſſage for the firſt Preachers of 
AQs xiv. 27. the Goſpel, and ſo opened the Door of Faith to 
the Gentiles, Thro' the ſame wile and gracious 
| Diſpoſal it comes to paſs, that one Nation 
MW - differs from another in the various Opportuni- 
lt ties of Light and Knowledge, and of all ſpi- 
ritual Improvements; that under the ſame 
1 National Advantages, there is a Diverſity of per- 
ſonal Gifts, Talents, and Vouchſafements, which | : 
as much diſtinguiſheth one Man from another, | 
118 as if the Species were not the ſame; one 
li; ſcarce riſes above the Beaſts which periſh, whilſt | 
'_— another is but little lower than an Angel. The NN! 
ji Fact is fo clear upon the firſt Mention of it, It 
that the Remark will ſtand in need of no far- II 
ther, nor more particular Deduction, to con- Ie 
| vince you, that it is founded in Truth and 11 
li Juſtice. i STOLE Fe 
| | The Work which brings you now together, I 
=; is intended to co-operate with Providence, in C 
ſl 15 ſpreading and applying its manifold Gifts of Grace; eb 
0 ; in revealing unto Babes thoſe Truths of the ID. 
Goſpel, which the wiſe and prudent; in their | 
on Eyes, too often caſt from them; in deal- 
jj! ing out Inſtruction to them who fit in Dark- 
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Ll 1 
t 2 and in Living to the Ignorant Knowledge of 
„ Salvation. 
f There is one general, Law of Providence, 
which takes hold of all the reaſonable Crea- 


0 | ' 
is tom; As you. have Opportunity, do good unte ail Gal. vi. 10; f 
MM. Mn; i. e. ail the Good, which (dy any moral Eſti⸗ | | 
i-mate) is within your Power, to all Men. 80 1 
i- chat che Opportunity, wherever it fairty opens, | 
ne |} fixes the Obligation. © Now there cannot, I may | 
- ay, be a more truly uſeful, ner therefore 2 

ch more glorious View, than chat which is here 


er, before you. | 
ne The Souls of chen little ones, dear af Ee : 
1k precious, be ſure, in the Sight of . God recom- Y 
he mend themſelves to your diary and Care. A- 
it, I thirſt for faving Knowledge, they implore your | 1 
ar- Help for the Conveyance of it. If they can 
on- Jever hope to partake of the Promiſe which my TN 
and Texc hach given them, that they ſhall be taught 

I/ the Lord, it muſt be through the Agency and 
Miniſtry of Manz. under the Latitude of which 
Conftruftion, | eruſt | may apply to you 

thoſe' Words. of our Saviour to the Jews; This Euk iv. 4. 
Dey ü tl is Srripture fulfilled in your Ears. 

In à lower; 1050 ſtill in love Degree of Ne- 

ceſſicy, comes next before you, their Sabſef- — 
ence in a World, where it is che Eot of moſt 
| Men | 


ADE — ——E—ͤ4n—————ͤů— — 2 


— 
— 


L 
Men to ſcramble for their daily Bread. Here 
you provide for methodizing, what otherwiſe | 
would be a diſorderly and wicked Scramble, by 
aſſiguing to each a lawful Vocation. It was a 
Rule among the Jews, which paſſed undiſputed 
with them; He who brings not up bis Son to ſome 
Trade or Calling, brings him up to be a Thief 
The Mind of Man will be working Miſchief, 
where it is not taught to be working Good; 
nor is it poſſible that a numerous Poor, bred 
up in Idleneſs and Beggary, ſhould be able 
to procure an honeſt Livelihood; whereas the 
Poor here before you, by the Meaſures you, 
now are taking, may not only be furniſh, 
For themſelves, with a competent Subſiſtence, but 
may be enabled to deal out their Help to others, 
and to - propagate a never: failing Succeſſion of 
like charitable Schemes. So that the Children y 
yet unborn, and thoſe who come after them, 
till Time ſhall be no more, may feel the com- l 
fortable Effects of your preſent Undertaking, 
1 Mean while, let me obſerve to you in the 
2 Con ix: Words of St. Paul, that the Adminiſtration of thi ch 
i2, 13. Fer pice not only ſupplieth the Want of the Saints j: 
but is abundant alſo by many Thanksgivings unt. 
God: whilſt by the Experiment of this Miniſtratiol 
they glorifie God for your profeſſed Subjection an 


| 
4 
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the Go of Chriſt; - and for your liberal 2 


tion unto them, and un to all Men. 

Zut I need not, I am ſenſible, expatiate upon 
a a Subject, which hath already been exhauſted 
by che Labours of many worthy Perſons who 
have gone before me. I rather chuſe to ad- 
dreſs my ſelf in a bew plain Words, to three 
different Sorts of Perſons, who may very much 
either advance, or diſcourage, the Nane of 
this noble Charity. N | 

1. To ſuch as have not yet thought fit co 
lend any helping Hand to it. Let me beſeech 
tbem that they would think it enough for 
them to ſtand Neuters in this beneficial Work, 
that, if they will not alt, they would not, 
howeyer, binder nor retard it. In the Execu- 
on of a Deſi ign ſo extenſive, which. ſuch 
Numbers of all Sorts are concern d in, it is 
neither impoſſible, nor incredible, that fome Flaw, 
ſome Error, may appear to a curious Eye, in- 
quiſitive for Miſchief, and willing to make the 
moſt of ir, Nay, it may be farther granted, 
that even an impartial Obſerver may, poſſibly, 
diſcern ſome unhappy Blemiſh, amidſt ſuch a 
vaſt Variety of Agents and nſtruments em- 


ploy d in the Conduct of ir. It would be next 


Io a Miracle ſhould this be otherwiſe. But 


what 


tages, boch ro the preſent Generation, and even 


Situation and in Cireumſtance, 


atcidental Miſchiefs, to which every Thing 
Here wilt always be obnoxi6us'} This would 


ba © *> - - — 1 * $a . ——y—ꝛ——— — any 1 4 . 1 
nr r ee DN 


igt can any Way guard Againſt * Let the 


what is then che Conſeqence ? 7 Nath che Un. 


1 for the wam of it, a ſervicrable 


Alpect the Views arifing frem it pro- 
miſe 4 Aly of durable, comprehenſive Advan- 


to remote ſt Poſterity? 1s chere any Charity to 

be named, which can furniſh à better 1 , 
Or was chere ever any Good, which had not 
its Chance for ſome evil Speech to ariſe upon it, 
and perhaps for ſome evil Effect te ſpring out 
of it? The World muſt be much Alen in 
if this be not 
nom the Fate, as it hath ever been, of all, even 
of the beſt, Things under the "yy And hal 


we diſcharge them al out of our Care, be- 


we can reſeue wore of chem from thoſe 


ſorely be a very wrong Tum of Judgmen 
and af Practiee. In God's Name, let the 
Miſchiefs be prevented, Which human Fore- 


Ertors be corrected, \ which any Meaſnres 0 
Care may be applied to regulate: And ther 
let the Blemiſhes be finally. excuſed, which 
2 ſpeaking, cannot be quite avoided, 

all is W ar any fmaller Evil ſhall 
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be found mixing at A with a much greater 

Good; they muſt be very unreaſonable in their 
Dicuands and Expectations from us, who ſhall 
preſume to cenſure us for taking toget ber what 

the Nature and Poſture of Things 2 not 
always allow us to put aſunder. 


2. To the Perſons concerned in The Supervi- 


ſal, Government, and Conduct of this extenlive 
Scheme; let me addreſs my ſelf in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs, and with my trueſt Wiſhes of all 


poſſible Succels to them; . they would uſe all 


Sree Endeavours — fence, as far as they 
may, againſt any untoward Nliſconſtruction. 
The more ſenſible they are of injurious Surmizes, 
and of cauſeleſs Jealouſies, raiſed and ſpread to 


their. E Diſparagement, che more Caution will 


naturally be expected from them in the Execution 
of their important Truſt; that no Occaſiun 


Miniſtry ſhould be blamed for it; chat in all Things 
they would behave chemlelyes with a Zeal for God 
ding to Knowledge z with an Obedience to the 


according 
Powers ſer over them by his Providence, which 


ſhall proceed upon ſteady, well we ghd, and 
conſiſtent Principles; and with ſuch a Regard to 


| a che Weight and Moment of the Buſineſs entruſt- 
11 <d with them, as may direct each Step and Mo- 


D 2 tion 


Offence i in-any Thing be given by. them, left this their 
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Syllables, or Words, or Sentences; to anſwer the 
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tion they ſhall make in the Diſpatch of it. Great 
is their Charge, and great their Charity in under- 
taking it; as great will, doubtleſs, be their Re- 
ward for fulfilling it: Thro good Report and thro || 


Evil, they muſt expect to paſs, as their heavenly 


Maſter hath done before them, whoſe prudent, 
inoffenſive Conduct, and vaſt Deſigns for the 
Good of Men, prov d not ſufficient to skreen him 


from the Venom of malicious and lying Lips. 


Let bis Example in doing Good be the Compaſs 
they ſteer by; and let his Patience in ſuffering Evil 
be their Motive to bear it without Wearineſs or 

3, and Laſtly, Let the Perſons to whom the 
Education and Inſtruction of theſe Children are 
more immediately committed, be perſwaded to 
conſider well the Importance of their Employ- 
ment, and of the Truſt repoſed in them, together 


with the Account which they muſt one Day give 


of it. It will not be enough to accompliſh the 
Deſign of this noble Charity, that the Vouth un- 
der their Care be enabled to deal in Letters, or 


common Interrogatories, or to ſtand the uſual 
Forms of Examination; but the very Life and 
Power of Godlineſs muſt find a Way to their Hearts, 
if ever they are made Believers unto Righteouſneſs, 


of any 


- TheCanf ef cheix Mouths i is now 1 lieele Service, 


when there is no Danger to approve the Virtue of 
it, fe it proceeds from an higher and better 
Principle, and be the Language of their Under- 


: ſtandings, a as well as of their Lips. Nor is even 


the Knowledge of Religion, where itenters deepeſt, 

reat Significancy, except the Paſſions be 

ſy _— to it, and each perverſe Diſpoſicion 

captivated. to the Obedience of Faith. 
Wherever then, any latent Corruption of their 


Hearts ſhall chance to diſcover it ſelf in their 


Speech | or Practice; be it in Hlenefs, or in huſie med- 
ling; in wnſeemly Behaviour under. any relative O- 
bligations ; in Sturdineſs to Superiors, or in Inſolence 
to Equals and Inferiors; in Neglefts of God's Worſhip, 
or in Prophanations of his Honour; in Deceit or Vo- 
lence ; or in any dj liſhoneft Arts; this will require the 
more immediate Care of, the Perſons entruſted 
with it, to pip, in the very Bud, all ſuch Seeds of 
Wickedneſs; to pluck up by che Roots ſuch per- 


nicious Weeds, as will poiſon. the Soil chey grow :-. ..- 
in, and ſpread 


all around them their fatal Conta- 
gion: Quite other Fruits, they muſt know, are 
expected, from the Expences and Toils of thoſe 
worthy Labourers in this bleſſed Work, who have 


committed to them their Part in it ;viz. chat by Per- 


ſwaſ ion and Emfle, b Egcours age and 
Cor- 
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Correction, by friendly N Ab by 


ſeaſonable Rebukes, the Children Under their In- 
ſtruction may come out of it improved in X0w- 
ledge as well as in Utterance, in Praflice as well as 
in Principle, in the Regulation of their inner Parts, 


as well as in the Decency of their outward Deport- 


ment. Then may they look backwards and forwards 
with equal Pleaſure upon the Succeſs of their pa aft, 
and towards the promiſing Profpett of heir) thre 


Endeavours; | that a flouriſhing Generation is 


Dan, xii. 3˙ 


already San; d upon the one, and a new one ri- 


ſing with all favourable Appearances upon the 
other; that they have been Agents ak Inſtru 
ments in the Hand of Cod, d br ringin 8 jth 


that Strength which he hach ordained out” of the 
Mouths of very Babes and duc ings, 4 have been em- 


[3 6 


ployed in l 8696 rable- bf e to 
tke Poor the glad Tidings of "Re Gael of ſahlig 

he Oitien of the he Neech; ' and therefore me 
humbly hope for a Share in the Recompence 
of thoſe wiſe * Teachers, who ſhall ſhing as the right- 
neſs of the Firmament, and of them who turn many 


1 NR eonſneſs. by Hhining with chem «the Stars 


for eve) and ever. 
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unknown Had 43 
St. AndrewHolborn Boy, C. 
In the ſame Parifh, Gir C. 
In the ſame Pariſh, at St. 
George's Chappel C. 
St. Anne Alderſgate C. 
St. Anne Blackfriars, C.- 
endowed by a private Perfon,.- 
St. AnneWeſtminſter, 80. C 
In the ſamePariſh, GirliC. 


1 Legacies» axcdurtiag to 2fD l. 
ve L to theſe Schools 1716. 


St. Bartholomew the? 
zreat Cl. — 
Billinſgate Ward C. 
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St. Botolph Alderſgate C. 25 

St. BotolphAldgate withn ; 

The Boys ſet up 1698. and . 2 

the Girls 1710. CI. 

In the ſame Pariſh in Eaſt- 
 Smithfitld, tlie Boys ſet vpC 24 
1706, and the Girls 1716. 1 

In the fame Pariſh, an 0 


d entow'd School turn'd 181 
8 4 Charity School C7, Joi i 
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St. pride, for Teaching Navi-\ . 
gation to 20 Children Elected 
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%% Including the School in the 
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Schools ſet up in fe everal Parts of 
Great Britain, as the ſame has been 
N nſmitted from Whitſontide 1720, 

hitſontide 1721. 


Recknock; A third School for 20 
Boys, taught by the Charity of 2 Bequeſt 
| left by a private Gentleman: 
_ Denham. A School for 15 Boys and 15 Girls, 
|  cloathed and taught, Erected 1719, by a 
Perſon of Honour in that Neighbourhood, 
who has endowed it with 301. per Ann. 
del, — - Kirk: Andrews wn Este. A School for 60 
Children, La ed by the Intereſt of 100 f. 
left by a private Gentleman ſome Years 
fince for the Benefit of the Poor of that 
Farin. 
. Swarkſton. A School for 14 Boys and Girls, 
taught at the Expence of a charitable Lady. 


Eſer, — Tilbury Fozt. A School for 8 Children, taught 


by one of the Corporals of the 2 Companies 
of Invalids in Garriſon there. 


Glanorgerfire, Lantwit Bajoz. A School endowed with 5/. 


der Annum for ever. 
Meath. A School for all the = r Children, 
ſupported by the Lord of the Manor. 
Heutland. A School for all the poor Chil- 
dren, ſupported by the Offertory. 
Laiſters. A School Both ſupported by a pri- 
Titley. A'SchoolF vate Gentleman. 
- Aſhfozd, A School for 10 Boys and 10 Girls, 
paart cloathed, Erected Chriftmas 1719. 
Leiceſterſhire, — Oarthoppe.. A School for 10 Children, taught 
at the Charge of 2 private Gentlemen. 


Merefrdfire, 


; WT a Dolgeliy. A Schoob for 25 Boys and 25 Girls, 


orted at the yo of a Lady at London. 
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alemuuulſure, Lanthony. A School for 50 Boys, opened Mi- 


SCOTLAND, Belly in Banfſhire. A School Erected the roth 


Semerſerſire — Midſummer Norton. A School for 42 Chil- 8 


N Warwickſhire, — Malperton. A School for 157 Children, t taught 


Middleſex, — Har ing ton. A School Erefted for 30 Children, 
cloathed, to be choſe in equal Proportions out 

of this Town, Hayes, and Hillington, ſupport- 

ed at the ſole Charge of a Noble Lord. 


chaelmas 1720, at the Charge of. a Private 
Gentleman. 

Northam tonſhire Melmdon. A School for 7. Boys d 3.Girls 
* ire cloathed, ſet up by the Care A of 

the Mimſter. 
a anten near Daintree.” A School for 14 Chil- 
ren 
Soulgrave. A School Eretted by a private 


Gentleman. 


or. Mach. 1721 
:JHalf-mozton in 7: vietdale. A School Erefted 
the 21ſt of October 1720. 
[Theſe 2 Schools, and about 530 more, are Erect- 
ed and maintaun'd at the Charge of the Society 
at Edinburgh for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 


ledge. 


. dren, opened the 8th of May 1721. founded 
by a Legacy of 7504. left by a private Gen- 
tlewoman, the greateft Part of which is laid 
out by her Executor in Lands, purſuant to a 
"Decree in the High Court of Chancery, and 
the reſt is to be ſo laid out as ſoon as a con- 
venient Purchaſe can be found. 


by a.School-Mifſtreſs. 
vr iſbine, — Grealbꝛooke. A School for 12 Children 
cloathed. 
DHoton Roberts. A School for 22 Children 
cloathed. | 
Math ſuper Dern. Two Schools, in one of 
which 12 Children are taught and cloathed. 
TUentwozth in the Hoßpital. A School for 
46 Children . and cloathed. 


The Number of Charity-Schools in each 
K County of England and Males, and of thoſe in Scotland ; 
i with the Number of Children taught in them, accord- 


ing. to the beſt Information that has been given to 


& | che Publiſher hereof, is as follows: 
1-  _ |Sch.|Boys.|Girls| 15 Sch. Boys. Girls. 
2 = 3] 4] | Merionethſbire | 2 aol 25 
te Bedfordſhire -—|.34 349] 57] Middleſex —— | 28| 424] 88 
, Berkſhire——=—| 54] 752] 130 Monmonthſhire=| 6| 104] 10 
- Brecknockſhire —=| 6| 82] 47 Moan gomeryſhire] 3| 24] 
Re Buckinghamſbire | 9 470] 46 Norfolk — 31] 516| 223 
IN Corbridggſhire—| 29] 635] 120| . Northamptonſhire|. 460 528] 121 
K- Carmarthenſhire | 11] 121] 40 Northumberland | 10 430] 40 
ty Car narvonſbire 3|- 35] | Nottinghamſbire 17 222] 28 
w- Cheſhire ———| 13] 1244 56] Oxfordſhire ——| 20 zoo] 98 
F Cornwall —=——| 11 22] 14| Pembrokeſhire —| 21| 166 25 
bh Cumberland. 6 160 Radnorſhire——| 1| 20 
PA Denbighſhire "= 5 100 | Rutlanaſhire — 6| 32| 12 
id IM Derbyſhire —— | 18] 294 SCOTLAND | 5211248] 540 
a Devonſhire 1 Shropſbire 19 340] 30 
nd Dorſeiſhire ——| 100 75] 33/ Somerſetſhire — 27 490 90 
n- Darham ———| 12 252 20 Staffordſhire — | 14 230] 88 
Ma Eſſex ————| 31] 442] 162 Suffolk ——— 37 564 140 
| Glamorganſhire | 5 30 Sarry 26 486| 129 
FT Gloaceerſhire — 53] 838] Suſſex— —| 18] 414| 46 
A Hampſhire ——| 37 497 Warwickſhire — | 34| 395 148 
ren Herefordſbire — 27 386 79 Weſtmoreland = 1 16 10 
Henforaſbirs — 33 581] 87 Wiltſhire 30 5840 57 
of Hantingdonſbire | 23| 282] 20] Morceſterſbire.— 34| 570] 100 
_ Kent — 52 765 Yorkſhire —— | 51 895 113 
a Lancaſhire Mamas nd. 255] . e Een ets 
Leiceſterſhire —| 35] 419 jo. on 534[9038,2161 
W Lincolnſbire 89 1 148 g Brought forward 94 98271175 $ 
he e 4 e e ae 
6949827175314 Total 2281188553914 
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N Note. There is good Reaſon. to believe, from the known . 
Zeal of the Proteſtants in Ireland, and the Accounts formerly 
publiſhed, that the Charity-Schools in that Kingdom have 
deen much increaſed fince laſt Year, though the Accounts 
of them have not been tranſmitted Time enough to be 
inſerted in this Account; the Reader is therefore deſired to 
accept of the ſummary Account of them as it was reported 

laſt Year, in the following General Eſtimate of the Charity- 

Schools in both Kingdoms. 0 
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4 Summary View of the Charity-Schools in Great- Britain 
| $ and Ireland. 1 
| 18 „ Boys. Girls 
0 At LONDON, Pag. 36 . Ns Na | 130 


321401986 
In other Parts of Great-Britain, P. 39. : 
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: 1 
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In IRELAND ——— 


a: 


Jus 1721, Note, Where the Number of Children have been fignified 
to the Pabliſher of this Account, without diſtinguiſhing the Sexes, rhey 
are put in the Column of Boys; which is the Reaſon of the great Diſpro- 
rtion between the Number of Boys, and that of Girls, taught in the 
 Conntry. Note alſo, There are above 230 Schools included in the fore- 
going Account of thoſe in Great Britain and Ireland, without ſignifying 
the Number of Children taught; concerning which, the Report has 
generally been, That all the aud Children in the Neigbbourhood are Taught 

i them; but the Publiſher hereof would be very thankful for a more 


